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Optimism: a feeling of hope about the future. After having to 
postpone spring programs, House Committee Chair Linda Colby 
looks forward to getting back to the schedule of events her team has 
planned, subject to evolving public health recommendations. The 
plan is for action to resume with the August 1 annual summer party. 
“Celebrate Good Times” is the theme; outdoor dining, followed by a 
band concert by our hometown band, the Kearsarge Community 
Band, the agenda. 

September 9, Nancy Stone will direct Hilltop Players - a troup of 
pros and rank amateurs, first timers and old hands - in one-act play 
readings. Actors are needed. The one requirement: ability to read. 
Nancy’s expert direction and the encouragement and camaraderie of 
fellow players provide everything else that’s needed. It’s a great way 
to get to know your neighbors in a whole new way.

Ralph Perkins & Joan Ebbeson, editors      
Ann Paulson & Jan Hostage, photographers   

Please send your news, views and photos to 
rlphprkns@yahoo.com or to mailbox #1. 

COMING EVENTS 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1                    
5 P.M., Hilltop House Patio                             
Annual Summer Party - “Celebrate 
Good Times” with good food and sit on 
the patio or lawn for music by Kearsarge 
Community Band. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9                     
4 P.M., Hilltop House                        
Hilltop Players present one-act plays 
under the direction of Nancy Stone. This 
popular annual event will be followed by 
a social hour. BYOB and hors d’oeuvres. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14               
4 P.M., Hilltop House                            
2nd Annual Oktoberfest - Back by 
popular demand! German music (by 
Vesilind Brass), food, fun…and beer, of 
course. More details in future issues. 

Swap & Shop to return in July

Hilltop’s popular exchange network 
plans to restart publication in July. Look 
for a notice in your cubby in June with 
information on when and how to submit 
an item for sale or trade or a search for 
something you want or need.  

Optimism Rules! 

HILLT   PPER 

Welcome and Farewell 
Martha Smith, new resident of 
Unit 117, has moved here from 
Eastman. She volunteers at the 
Renaissance Shoppe and enjoys 
reading. John and Gail Lawton 
are moving from Unit 6 to a 
new house in Florida.

Maintaining Hilltop Is Essential Work

“ I wonder what it would be 

like to live in a world where 

it was always June.” 

— Lucy Maud Montgomery
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Unfortunately their winter food is the inner bark of some trees and 
shrubs; if they girdle the plant completely, it will die. That’s why you 
may have noticed wire mesh around the bottoms of fruit trees.

There are several kinds of mice around here, the most common 
being the bug-eyed, long-tailed White-footed Mouse. They mostly 
stay outside, living in old nests, chipmunk burrows, under boards, 
anywhere. I’ve found their nests in my lawnmower, my truck’s 
heater, my paint rags, my old work gloves and my birdhouses. In the 
fall, they seek indoor heat. Even here at Hilltop, I find a few each 
autumn in my under-sink cabinet. They’re not welcome, as they 
carry ticks and diseases. They eat (and despoil) almost anything 
organic, but you should throw out whatever they touch.

The last group, the shrews, are mouse-size insectivores like the 
moles. The seven kinds around here are grey to brown, have short 
tails and pointy snouts, and eat up to 3x their weight each day. Their 
metabolism is so high, they must eat constantly. The most common 
(and largest) kind around here is the Short-tailed Shrew. I’ve often 
found dead shews, most likely caught by young owls that hadn’t yet 
learned how bad they taste. 

There are many slightly larger furry animals here (but no gophers!). 
They’ll have to wait until I have more room. 

Ralph’s Field Notes:  
Furry Little Things 
In NH and at Hilltop, there are many 
kinds of little furry animals around, and 
they may look alike and even have 
somewhat similar names. Following are 
some quick tips on which is which, what 
they do, and where they (usually) are.

First, the moles. They’re short-tailed, 
grey, tiny-eyed, and 4” - 8” long. They 
spend nearly all their lives underground 
and have big, flat, shovel-like front feet 
to dig after the worms and bugs which 
they detect. You’ll rarely see them, so 
don’t worry too much. One, the Star-
nosed Mole, is among my favorite 
animals, as it seems to be cobbled 
together from spare parts: long claws, 
giant feet and tentacles all around its 
nose. 

Here’s where it gets tricky. The vole, of 
which we have two kinds, are actually 
mice, which are rodents - with gnawing 
front teeth (think of Bucky Beaver and 
Rocky the Squirrel), while moles are insect 
eaters. Meadow voles are by far the most 
common. They have medium-size eyes, 
tails and ears, and are enough slimmer than 
moles that they can fit through the 1”-wide 
tunnels seen all over Hilltop’s lawn when 
the snow melts. Voles are almost totally 
vegetarian, eating grass, shoots, greens, 
seeds, etc.

Our maintenance staff (left to right: Chris, Kevin, Steve, Max) .is 
focused on outdoor work during pandemic restrictions. Indoor 
work is limited to emergencies and to work such as window 
replacement in units where owners are absent.

Maintaining Hilltop Is Essential Work

Community Garden Coordinator Gail Lawton reports that, due 
to two gardeners having to withdraw, space is available for 
anyone who want a vegetable plot. Both large and small (half) 
plots are available. For more information, please call Gail at 
526-4437. 

Community Garden Space Still Available
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